
Sell your home with less stress!
Schedule an Appointment 317-319-9012

The holidays are filled with traditions we practice without thinking about
them. Here’s how we got 5 of the most common…

Hanging Stockings. Before we had dryers, people hung their stockings by
the fire to dry. Someone decided that would be a good place to put a
surprise for the kids on St. Nicholas day eve. The tradition might have
begun with putting treats in shoes that were placed outside the door.

Caroling. Victorian-era England put two traditions together...singing
Christmas hymns and visiting the neighbors. They called it caroling, after
the word caroles, which were circle dances to celebrate the winter
solstice. The word transformed to carol, meaning any Christmas song.

Ugly Christmas Sweaters. This very recent "tradition" might have
stemmed from donning a hideous sweater knitted by a great aunt
because it's the only thing you have to wear to the Christmas party.
According to the Ugly Christmas Sweater Party Book, the ugly sweater
party trend can be traced to a 2001 gathering in Vancouver, BC.

EggNog. It’s hard to imagine why anyone would be inspired to chug a raw
egg-based drink, but historians agree that 'nog was probably inspired by a
medieval drink called posset, made with raw eggs, milk, and sherry.

Mistletoe. This plant has been associated with fertility since Druid times
because it blossoms even during frigid winters. Kissing under the
mistletoe was a Nordic tradition, popularized in Victorian England among
servants. The word mistletoe is Germanic, referring to the parasitic nature
of the plant, which chokes off the life of the tree it clings to. How ironic.
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Gaming the Zestimate
Here’s something
interesting... According
to Zillow, Zestimates
are "within 10% of the

selling price of the home.” (A
$500,000 home might show $450,000
to $550,000.) But if the size, or
number of bedrooms & baths are
inaccurate, the Zestimate will be off.
Lately, there's a trend for people to
"game" their Zestimate by entering
false data about their house to see if
they can get the Zestimate to change.
To get a legitimate estimate of a
home's value, you'll need an appraiser
or Realtor. Call me for a free analysis.

317-319-9012

The (not so) Hidden
Truth about Reindeer

According to mammologists, while
both male and female reindeer grow
antlers in the summer, male reindeer
drop their antlers at the beginning of
winter, usually late November to mid-
December. Female reindeer retain
their antlers till after they give birth in
the spring. Therefore, according to
every historical depiction of Santa's
reindeer, every one of them, from
Rudolph to Blitzen, is female.
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Story: Made for Love at Christmas
Matthew was a 10 year old who lived with his aunt, a bitter woman who
was annoyed with the burden of caring for her late sister's son.

I had not noticed Matthew until he began staying after class each day to
help me straighten up the room. We did this companionably, not speaking
much, enjoying the solitude of the afternoon. When we did talk, Matthew
spoke mostly of his mother. Though he was young when she died, he
remembered a kind, gentle, loving woman.
As Christmas drew near, Matthew stopped coming after school. I stopped him one afternoon and asked why, and
said I missed him. His large brown eyes lit up eagerly as he replied, 'Did you really miss me?' I explained how he had
been my best helper. 'I’m not coming because I am making you a surprise,' he whispered confidentially.  'It's for
Christmas.' With that, he became embarrassed and dashed from the room.
Finally came the last school day before Christmas. Matthew crept into the room with his hands concealing something
behind his back. 'I have your present,' he said timidly when I looked up. 'I hope you like it.' He held out his hands, and
there lying in his small palms was a tiny roughly made wooden box.  ‘Open it,’ he said.

'It's beautiful, Matthew.’ I said. I opened the box and saw it was empty. 'What is it, Matthew?' I asked gently.
'It's love,' he whispered. ‘Mother always said you can’t see it or touch it, but it’s the best gift of all.'

So now I keep a small crudely made box on my piano and smile when friends ask what's inside.

Here are four different word picture puzzles. Can you guess the common
real estate-related word or phrase suggested by each word picture?
Send me all four answers to enter this month!

Examples of how these puzzles work:
 MOMANON is Man in the Moon (MO – MAN – ON)
 VA  DERS is Space Invaders (space in ‘VADERS’)

DECEMBER QUIZ QUESTION

High Levels of Uric Acid Can
Lower Life Expectancy

A 2020 study published in the European Journal of Internal
Medicine warns us that very high levels of uric acid in our
bodies can lower lifespan by as much as 11 years. Uric acid is a
waste byproduct. It’s formed when our bodies break down
purines, which are found in some foods.

Uric acid is processed by the kidneys and leaves the body in urine. If your body retains more uric acid than it should,
the result can be painful arthritic gout, kidney stones, and complications of type 2 diabetes and heart
disease. Unfortunately, overindulgence in many "healthy" foods can contribute to high uric acid, including salmon
and spinach. Other less healthy foods that contribute include red meat, high-fructose corn syrup, beer, and wine.

How do you reduce uric acid? Eat foods like nuts, fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. Avoid excesses of foods like
those mentioned above. Drink lots of water to flush the kidneys. How much water? Doctors generally
recommend eight 8-oz glasses of water per day or about 2 liters. The amount you actually drink may be less if you're
smaller, or greater if you're large or doing a lot of physical activity.



Quiz Contest – Win a $10 Coffee Card
You could win a free $10 coffee card every month. To play, email
me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in the
subject line. tim@lordrealestategroup.com

 Last Month's Question: A cowboy rides into
town on Friday. He stays three days, then
rides out of town on Friday. How?

 Answer: The horse’s name was Friday.

Congratulations to last month’s winner!

The Rise of Dual-Primary Homes
You've heard of second homes, but have you heard of dual-
primary homes? It's like having two primary homes instead of
one primary and a secondary one. What's the difference?
Nothing in terms of financing. One home will still be

categorized a primary residence. The
difference is in how people perceive
and use those two homes. Because of
COVID, many of us are able to work
from home. Some people, especially
those who live in large cities, are
choosing to buy another home in an
alternative location and then move
there for part of the year (rather than
simply vacationing there).

Free Report
What to Do When

Mortgage
Forbearance

Comes to an End
If you opted to skip
mortgage payments during
COVID, what happens
next? Here are your options. Use your QR app to
view this information, or contact me for a copy.

317-319-9012

Thank you for sending
your friends my way!

I am looking for people who want to buy or
sell property early next year. If you know
anyone making real estate plans, please

introduce us. Thanks for your trust.
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Can You Handle It?
If you're planning to buy a more expensive home
than your current home (or buy your first home),
consider test driving your housing costs to see how
comfortable you are with the new expenses.

Current expenses: Add how much you pay now for:

 Rent (or your full mortgage payment), HOA fees,
utilities, and routine maintenance (landscaping,
snow removal, minor repairs, etc.).

Future expenses: Add the same figures for your future property. You can use an online mortgage calculator to help
with estimates. You may need to research property tax and utility rates in your target location. For maintenance, it’s
typical to spend .5% to 2% of the home's price annually, depending on condition and price. Divide by 12 months.

Subtract your Current from your Future expenses. Make sure these are all monthly costs, not annual.

Open a savings account and put the difference into savings each month, so you can't easily spend it. Do this for as
many months as you can to get a true reading on how comfortable you are with the higher monthly costs. While
doing this experiment, you'll also be saving more towards your down payment!
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Real Estate Wire Fraud Warning
Buying a home soon? You should be aware that real estate & mortgage wire fraud is a growing problem. Mortgage
wire fraud is a scam in which a hacker poses as a real estate closing representative and convinces you to wire your
closing costs to a fraudulent account.

Hackers begin by spoofing the emails of a legitimate closing company in the chain of communications. For instance, a
title or loan company. This is easy to do, since most of us don't know all the assistants involved.

The hackers will create a conversation with you to build recognition, so you won't question their emails. Then they'll
provide you with wiring instructions, which is a legitimate part of the closing process. But hackers can send you their
own instructions before the legitimate instructions arrive.

The result? You wire tens of thousands of dollars (maybe hundreds of thousands)
to the hackers. There are simple ways to prevent wire fraud, which I can review
with you during our next consultation. Contact me for a no-obligation
appointment to get the ball rolling.

Tim Lord
317-319-9012

tim@lordrealestategroup.com

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property.


