
 

  

Got Spring Cleaning? 
If you’re still working through spring maintenance, I can recommend top 
quality service providers to help out, including handymen, electricians, 
landscapers, and carpet cleaners. Text me for a referral. 317-319-9012 
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“Motherhood is the biggest 
gamble in the world. It is the 

glorious life force. It’s huge and 
scary – it’s an act of infinite 
optimism.” ~Gilda Radner 
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Ever Wonder What a 
Thatched Roof Really Is? 

Thatching is the craft of building a roof 
with dry vegetation such as straw, 
water reed, sedge, rushes, heather, or 
palm branches, layering the 
vegetation so as to shed water away 
from the inner roof.  

Since the bulk of the vegetation stays 
dry and is densely packed—trapping 
air—thatching also functions as 
insulation.  

There are many websites devoted to 
teaching you how to thatch a roof, in 
case you want to give it a try. 

A bidding war occurs when a home seller gets multiple offers. Since 
bidding wars are fairly common these days, it pays to plan ahead. You'll 
reduce surprises and stress, and be better prepared to negotiate. For 
instance, I tell both my buyers and sellers to think about how sellers can 
respond to multiple offers. Sellers have four options: 

1. Counter all offers by asking for a “best and final” offer. Then choose 
the best. 

2. Accept one of the offers outright. 
3. Pick a few offers to negotiate individually. 
4. Reject all offers and wait for new ones. (It happens, though rarely.) 

Other details that can affect the offer: 

 Sellers realize that the highest offer isn't always the best offer. Terms 
can also make a big difference. 

 Sellers know the appraisal could be a problem. Just because they 
accept a huge offer, doesn't mean the appraiser will agree. Sellers 
may ask for funds to make up the difference. 

 Buyers can consider adding an escalation clause to their offer, which 
says they will automatically increase their offer by some amount over 
and above the highest bidder, up to a certain cap. 

I help my clients prepare for these and other scenarios during our pre-
buying or pre-selling appointment. Contact me at 317-319-9012 or 
tim@lordrealestategroup.com to set up the initial consultation.  



  
 

 

 
 
 

  

Hack Your Bad Habits with Curiosity 
According to psychologists, willpower is a myth. Simply trying to 
"will" yourself to do something is one of the worst ways to change 
behavior. Psychologists point out that the brain forms behaviors 
through a built-in, primitive, reward-based system called 
'reinforcement learning.' Whenever the brain has a choice, it 
gravitates toward the more rewarding -- or less painful -- option. 

Because this reinforcement learning is subconscious, one 
approach to changing a behavior might be to tune into the 
reward you're seeking. To make it conscious. Basically, to bring  

curiosity to your behavior. Here are the steps to doing this, if you want to try it: 

1. Awareness. To bring curiosity to your habits, first you have to be aware of when you're experiencing a habit 
you want to change, like smoking, drinking, sleeping late, avoiding housekeeping, etc. 

2. Curiosity. Then you have to get curious. Ask yourself questions about that choice. For example, "Will this 
candy really make me feel like I want to feel? What is this candy made up of? What are its parts? Why is 
candy my go-to in this moment?" 

3. Replacement. Finally, you can pair your undesired behavior with a desired one that can replace it. The 
desired behavior can be similar (eating nuts vs eating candy) or entirely different (going jogging vs eating 
candy). For many people, just bringing awareness and curiosity to a habit is enough to break it. 

The Aesthetics of Aging in Place  
If you or someone you know plans to age in place, then adding 
safety and convenience features to your house now can make it 
easier to stay longer. Homeowners often worry that incorporating 
those features will be unattractive, so here are a few suggestions 
for getting what you need without sacrificing aesthetics.  

 For homeowners living in two-level homes, a stair lift can 
be an option. While you can't completely hide a stair lift, 
you can have folding seats and footrests, so they tuck 
away out of sight better.  

 Using a folding shower bench made of teak and chrome can create a more luxurious appearance than plastic. 

 Door, window, and cabinet latches can be replaced with options that someone with arthritis can manage.  

 Wooden railings and grab bars instead of chrome can add support options where necessary and 
practical, without making the home look industrial.  

 Adding smart technology to appliances can reduce accidents (leaving the stove on), and improve accessibility 
(turn lights and fans on and off).  

 Replacing drawers, pantries, and cupboards with pull-out options make it easier to reach things.  

There are many more possibilities to consider. Do some research about home décor and aging in place for more 
ideas. Let's keep our parents and ourselves at home as long as possible as we age! 

A girl has as many brothers as sisters, but each brother has only 
half as many brothers as sisters. How many brothers and sisters 
are there in the family? (Hint: You’ll need to do some math.) 

May Quiz Question  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quiz Contest – Win a FREE Coffee Card 
To play, email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the 
word QUIZ in the subject line. tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

 Last month’s question: What is seen in the middle of April that 
can't be seen at the beginning or end?   

 Last month's answer: The letter ‘r’.  

Congratulations to last month’s winner!  
 

  

Funny Mommy Stories 
One of my wife’s third graders was wearing a Fitbit, 
which prompted my wife to ask, “Are you tracking 
your steps?” “No,” said the girl. “I wear this for 
Mommy so she can show Daddy when he gets home.” 
—James Avery 

As our two sons were climbing into the back seat of our car, Eric, five, 
yelled, “I call the left side!” That didn’t sit well with Ron, four. “No, I want 
the left side!” “I want the left side!” “No, I want the left side!” Intervening, 
my wife said, “Since Eric is older, he can have the left side.” “Thanks,” said 
Eric. “Which is the left side?" —Josh Weston 

My three-year-old son: I don’t know what I want to be when I grow up. Me: 
You can be anything you want. Son: (after a few seconds) I think I’ll be a 
mother. (Awwww!) —Mary Lahl 

Free Report 

What to 
Upgrade (or 
Not) before 

You Sell  

If you're thinking  
about making upgrades to improve 
your home's value, you should know 
which upgrades will recoup their 
value and which won't.  

Use your QR app to read now, or text 
me for a copy. 317-319-9012 

 
Thank you! 

My business depends on people like you. 

 

If you know anyone making real estate 
plans in 2021, please introduce us. I 
promise they’ll be grateful you did. 

May 2021   Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 

How Purchasing Power Falls as 
Mortgage Rates Rise 

A rate increase could harm your buying power more than 
increasing home prices. If the mortgage interest rates rose by 
1%, the effect would be the same as if a house rose by 10% 
in price! For example, suppose you were qualified to spend 
$1,200 on a mortgage payment, with a 30-year fixed interest 
rate of 4.5%, and a 20% down payment. With all that, you 
could afford a home of $295,000.  

Now, raise the rate just 1% to 5.5%. Your buying power would drop by $30,000! You would only be able to afford a 
home of $265,000. For this reason, it's important to grab the lowest rate you can now, while rates are still low.   

What about Waiting for Prices to Drop? 

Even though property values may drop in coming months and years (though they are just as likely to remain stable), 
your purchasing power may drop faster than home prices as interest rates begin to climb. Barring unforeseen 
circumstances, the real estate market will likely remain strong for years to come. If you're waiting for prices to fall 
before buying, you may be waiting a long time. Meanwhile you're missing out on building equity and living in your 
own home. Call to set up an initial consultation with me. I'll take all the time you need to answer your home buying 
questions thoroughly. 317-319-9012 
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What's the best way to pay my mortgage off earlier? 
Paying your mortgage off faster makes you more secure, and saves you tens of thousands of dollars (possibly 
hundreds of thousands) in interest. If you could knock 5 or more years off your mortgage, that’s 5 years sooner 
you can retire, or 5 years’ worth of payments you can use to enjoy your retirement. Here are five common 
approaches to accelerating your mortgage. The one you choose depends on your financial situation.  

 Divide a single payment by 12. Add that amount to each monthly payment to make one extra payment a year.  

 Make an extra house payment quarterly to pay off a mortgage as much as 10 years earlier. 

 Pay half of your payment every two weeks, also known as bi-weekly payments.  

 Round up your payments so you’re paying at least a few extra dollars a month. 

 Increase your payment when you get a raise, bonus, or other windfall. 

Call if you need a referral to a superior lender to discuss your options. 

 

Tim Lord 
317-319-9012 

tim@lordrealestategroup.com  

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 

 


