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“A father carries pictures 
where his money used to be.” 

—Steve Martin 

Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 | tim@LordRealEstateGroup.com | LordRealEstateGroup.com 

Foreigner Home Buyers Think 
These Things Are Weird… 

If you’ve ever watched International 
House Hunters, you’ve noticed that 
some things about foreign homes 
seem "strange," like tiny refrigerators, 
door-less kitchen cabinets, or 
combined toilet and shower areas. 
Those things are perfectly normal in 
many countries, but often deemed 
"weird" by North American buyers.  

But the reverse is also true. When 
foreigners house-hunt in North 
America, they're often shocked at 
some truly weird things to them, like 
separate laundry rooms, vast front 
lawns, garbage disposals, ice makers 
in (very large) refrigerators, and wall-
to-wall carpeting. 

HOW'S THAT NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION 
COMING ALONG? 

Remember back at the start of 2021? We were all hopeful about the 
coming vaccine and looking forward to a sense of normalcy. And because 
hope springs eternal, we made New Year's Resolutions like we always do, 
imaging a brighter future. 

For some of us, our resolutions revolved around the pandemic...getting 
rid of the extra 15 pounds we gained over 2020, or saving a bigger 
emergency fund for "next time," or just getting our job and life back. For 
others, it was buying a house, exercising more, taking a vacation again, or 
hugging relatives.  

Now we're six months in, and it's a good time to reassess and re-imagine 
our resolutions and goals. Things have changed — perhaps more slowly 
than we anticipated — but they have changed. Now is a good time to 
take a walk-through of your life and assess where you're at, where you 
want to go, and how you'll get there given the new realities of the world 
at large. 

Check out this post: www.JamesClear.com/goal-setting. It’s full of goal-
setting ideas that’ll get your thoughts flowing. It’s from James Clear, 
author of Atomic Habits.  

As always, if real estate is in your plans — or in the plans of someone you 
know — please reach out to me for help.  

Home-Seller’s Service Package 
Plan your home sale efficiently with my free market analysis and  

pre-selling consultation. Call or text for an appointment. 

Schedule an Appointment 317-319-9012 



  
 

 

 
 
 

DIY Home Repairs that Can Bite  
You in the End  

I love the idea of an independent home owner. However, before 
diving into your DIY repairs, here are a few common places where 
a pro might be cheaper than doing it yourself in the long run. 

Cutting down large trees. If you have the right tools and can do 
so safely, it may be perfectly OK to cut your own trees. But check 
with local regulations first. If you cut a tree and it causes an 
accident or damage, you may be liable. 

Replacing an electrical panel. Again, if you have the knowledge and tools, you may be able to do it. However, this is 
one household improvement you probably shouldn't do yourself, given that you may need a permit, and it needs to 
be done to code. 

Replacing your stove. You can probably manage replacing an electric stove with another electric stove, but it might 
be harder to replace an electric stove with a gas stove. That is best done by a licensed professional. 

Removing a wall. You may like the idea of an open living space, but if you remove a supporting wall, you'll have 
more open space than you bargained for if your ceiling collapses. If you want to do it yourself, first have a contractor 
confirm it's not a supporting wall.  

Replacing a water heater. Replacing one is a simple matter, if you have the right tools and know-how. You need to 
make sure you're running the right sized electrical wiring for the load required by the new heater. You'll also need to 
be comfortable working with a gas line if it's a gas heater. 

Making roof repairs. This isn't necessarily difficult, but it is dangerous. Roof falls is one of the more common 
household injuries. From adjusting satellite dishes to fixing roof tiles, it pays to have the right safety gear on.  

About Health… 

Is Walking Enough to Keep Me Fit? 
It’s a great question, and the answer is yes and no … 

Any kind of LISS (low-intensity steady state) exercise, like 
brisk walking or jogging, will help you build lung 
endurance, improve heart health, and burn fat. But even if 
you walk or jog a lot, you still need to eat right to be fit. 
As one fitness expert puts it, "If you have a large gut when 
you start jogging, it'll stay large unless you also change 
what you put into it." 

You can markedly increase your fitness level by adding weights to your routine. Lifting weights burns carbohydrates 
and fat to literally "build" muscle and bone density. Furthermore, lifting weights will also increase the "after burn" 
effect, where you have a higher Resting Metabolic Rate that continues to burn calories for up to an hour after 
exercising. And weights will improve bone density. 

So walking will make you fitter than not walking, but eating right and lifting weights to build muscle will make you 
much fitter than walking alone. 

How many English words can you make by changing the last letter 
in the word June?  June Quiz Question  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz Contest – Win a FREE Coffee Card 
To play, email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the 
word QUIZ in the subject line. tim@LordRealEstateGroup.com 

 Last month’s question: A girl has as many brothers as sisters, 
but each brother has only half as many brothers as sisters. How 
many brothers and sisters are in the family?   

 Last month's answer: 4 daughters (sisters) and 3 sons (brothers).  

Congratulations to last month’s winner!  
                 Janice McHenry  

Truly Perfect Hard- 
Boiled Eggs Trick 

Most hard-boiled egg recipes will tell 
you to cover your eggs with cold 
water, bring them to a boil, then 
cover and move them off the heat for 
12 minutes or so. In my world, that 
results in eggs that are impossible to 
peel. 

Here's a better way: Poke a very small 
hole (with a tack or pin) on the large 
side of the egg shell before putting 
them into boiling water. Try it! 

 

Free Report 

How to Save for  
a Down Payment  

Saving for a down  
payment isn't like  
saving for retirement.  
You don't have decades to watch 
compounding interest work. You need 
money now. There’s no magic pill (other 
than the lottery), but there are ways to 
save faster. Use your QR app to read 
now, or text me for a copy.  

Thank you! 
My business depends on people like you. 

Special thanks this month to… 

 

If you know anyone making real estate 
plans in 2021, please introduce us. I 
promise they’ll be grateful you did. 

June 2021  Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 

What Can Buyers Do in a  
Fast Housing Market? 

If you're a buyer who's going into home-buying battle, here are 
some tactical suggestions: 

Move fast. Be ready to tour properties the moment they hit the market. The need for speed means many buyers 
also are making offers before even setting foot inside a property. Work with an agent like me who's on top of finding 
you a property. 

Go through full underwriting before shopping. These days, sellers looking at multiple offers will pick the surest 
thing. You'll need to go well beyond a pre-qualification letter, which is based on a simple credit check. Instead, get a 
pre-approval letter that is based on full approval of your tax return, bank statements and pay stubs. 

Make an aggressive offer. A cash offer means fewer contingencies, so sellers look at those bids favorably. If you 
don't have cash, do what you can by writing a letter, putting more down, foregoing the inspection contingency, 
agreeing to make up the difference in the appraisal, etc. Also consider writing an offer with an escalation clause. 

Consider foregoing the inspection. If you waive your right to an inspection, you should still have an inspection. Your 
inspector may turn up serious defects that legally enable you to pull out of the offer, such as toxic mold. But by 
waiving your inspection right, you're agreeing to accept most defects. Or you could agree not to ask for any one 
repair that exceeds $500, or some such arrangement. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Tim Lord 
Lord Real Estate Group 
5455 W 86th Street 
Suite #160 
Real Estate License # RB14028457 
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How to Take Co-Ownership of a Property 
The most common way for legally married spouses to hold ownership rights to their property is by 'Joint Tenancy' 
(AKA 'joint tenants with a right of survivorship'). Both spouses own equal shares of the property. If one spouse dies, 
the remaining spouse continues as the sole owner, with no probate necessary. 

But, joint tenancy isn't only available to married couples. Any couple, parents and children, even total strangers 
can be joint tenants (equal owners) with a right of survivorship. That makes joint tenancy handy in a variety of 
situations, such as when one buyer is not able to qualify for a mortgage on their own due to poor credit, a lower 
income, or high income-to-debt ratio. The better-qualified buyer helps get the loan approved, but the less-qualified 
buyer will likely bring the terms down a bit.  

Joint tenancy is also useful for parents who want to give an adult child down payment 
money, but want to stay on the loan to protect their investment from default. 

A joint tenancy can be dissolved by converting it into separate ownership, called  
'tenants in common'.  Contact me for knowledgeable help when you buy real estate.  

Tim Lord 
317-319-9012 

tim@LordRealEstateGroup.com 
  

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 


