
  

front porch news 
July 2021                                  Helping You Make The Right Move 

 

 

 

Who still needs to sell their home 
in 2021? Summer is a perfect 
time! Call me to get started. 

317-319-9012 

Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 | tim@lordrealestategroup.com| LordRealEstateGroup.com 

What's the difference 
between a craftsman  

and a cottage? 
A cottage is any small home with 
“quaint” features, like a cozy breakfast 
nook, built-ins, a simple interior, and a 
rustic feel. It can be any architectural 
style, like Craftsman, Cape Cod, farm 
house, barn, Normandy, etc. Many 
converted garages are called cottages. 

The confusion is that Craftsman style 
homes also have quaint, cottage-like 
features. However, Craftsman design 
has characteristics that define it 
specifically as a Craftsman home. 

Some of the cutest cottages are small 
Craftsmans, combining the earthy 
elements of the Craftsman style with 
the cozy quaintness of a cottage. 

HOMEOWNERS ARE STAYING LONGER... 
A decade ago, I could expect homeowners to move every 5 to 7 years. 
Today it's 8 to 10 years. That's one reason for the tight housing market. 
When an owner finally does decide to sell, the longer they've been in the 
house, the harder it can be for them to see their home as a commodity.  

One side effect of a long residency is lack of price perception. You may 
attach more (or less) value to your home than the market will bear. 
Rather than ‘going by our guts' in pricing your home, we can interpret 
market data together to find the right price to get the highest offers. 

After 10+ years, you could be “house blind” to your own furnishings, 
unaware of what helps or hinders the value of your home at first sight. I’ll 
help you prioritize what needs to be done. 

There’s more to do. I understand you need time and help with resources 
to prepare your home and get moved. You don't have to do it alone. I've 
got a long list of service providers and will refer you to the right people, 
some of whom will take payment after selling. 

Leveling Off... The trend towards rising prices is already leveling off in 
some areas. However, interest rates are still low and buyers are still 
buying, so now might be your best chance to make the highest profit 
ever on your home. Let me know you're interested in selling. Contact me 
for a no-obligation consultation.  Tim Lord, 317-319-9012 

Call or text me for a referral to a plumber, 
handyman, carpet cleaner, house keeper, 

electrician, furnace cleaner, etc. I love 
referring the trusted pros I work with. 

317-319-9012 
 

I KNOW PEOPLE… 



  

How Much Income Is Enough 
To Buy Happiness? 

A decade ago, a study made headlines for showing that 
an income level of US$75,000/CAN$91,000 per 
household was the sweet spot for happiness. Earning 
more, surprisingly, did not result in additional happiness.  

The study was based on surveying people about their 
feelings of happiness, then comparing that to their 
incomes. 

New research, though, calls those findings into question. A 2020 study found that the more money a person has, the 
happier they are at any income point. The new study compared the happiness of individuals at higher income levels 
to those at lower income levels to deduce static rates of happiness at various income levels. 

Honestly, I'm not sure it matters. What does matter is that there appears to be a point at which we feel a sense of 
relief when we finally are making enough to meet our basic needs and have money left over for ordinary purchases 
(like new tires for the car or a new couch) without worrying. 

That income level is different for everyone, based on our individual situations. Below that level, there is significantly 
less happiness, and above that level there is more, but not a whole lot more. So the lesson I get from this is that we 
need to strive to find our own sweet spot for income. What’s yours?  

Instead of Taco Tuesday, the Swedes Enjoy Fredagsmys Fridays 
All hail the taco, a food that has made its way around the world. Even the Swedes have embraced them. For the past 
three decades, supermarket-bought taco shell or tortilla kits have been a go-to Friday night dish in Sweden, which is 
one of the biggest consumers of Mexican food in Europe.  

Instead of inspiring an evening of margaritas and dance music, tacos have become a symbol of a Nordic concept 
called fredagsmys, or ‘cozy Friday’. Fredagsmys is a custom that affords many Swedes a taco treat, while upholding 
the country’s strong family values. 

Want to spice up your own Taco Tuesday? Try adding this creamy tomatillo avocado salsa to your tacos: 

Ingredients 
 2 small tomatillos chopped rinsed husked 

tomatillos 
 1 jalapeno pepper with seeds or Serrano 

pepper 
 1/4 cup chopped white or red onion 
 1 clover garlic peeled 
 1 large avocado halved, peeled, pitted, diced 
 1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro 
 2 tablespoons fresh lime juice 
 1 tablespoon olive oil 
 Salt and pepper to taste 

What gives someone the power to walk through walls?  July Quiz Question  

Instructions 

Place tomatillos, jalapeno pepper, onion and garlic in the food 
processor. Pulse for a few seconds or until minced. Add the 
avocado, cilantro, lime juice, olive oil and a sprinkle of salt & 
pepper. Pulse until the mixture is smooth but still chunky. 



 

Quiz Contest – Win a FREE Coffee Card 
To play, email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word 
QUIZ in the subject line. etim@lordrealestategroup.com 

 Last month’s question: How many English words can you make by 
changing the last letter in the word June?   

 Last month's answer: One - Junk.  

Congratulations to last month’s winner!  
             Janice McHenry  

  

Find the Hidden Windmill 
Try looking at the green dots and relaxing your eyes until you see a 
third dot in the middle. Then move your eyes to the central image. 

Free Report:  

How to get your 
vacation home 
to pay for itself 

Perhaps you were  
vacationing in a  
seaside village or mountain hideaway, 
and you thought, “Hey, what if I buy a 
home here, and then rent it to tourists 
like me to pay for it?” It doesn't always 
work out like that, but there are ways to 
make sure your second home isn't a 
drain on finances, and possibly pays for 
itself. Use your QR app to read now, or 
text me for a copy.  

Thank you! 
My business depends on people like you. 

Special thanks this month to… 

 

If you know anyone making real estate 
plans in 2021, please introduce us. I 
promise they’ll be grateful you did. 

July 2021  Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 

Buy Now vs. Save More and Buy Later 
Homes now cost an average of 480,000 to $700,000, and coming up with a 20% down 
payment ($96,000 to $140,000) can be impossible! So if you're like most home buyers, 
you're planning to put closer to 5% down. $24,000 to $35,000 seems much more (gulp) 
manageable. Should you do that, or wait until you save more down payment? 

Of course the biggest fear about waiting is that prices will continue to rise and you'll keep chasing them up. When 
you finally save $100,000, you'll need $112,000 to buy the same property. Will prices keep rising? Not indefinitely, 
but they’re also unlikely to fall much in the near future. 

If you go ahead and buy now with 5% down, at least you'll have the security of being in your own home. You'll also 
have an asset. You can rent it out (all or part), add onto it, borrow against it, use windfalls of cash to pay it off faster, 
feel more secure because no one is going to kick you out, and put down roots. Even if home values eventually fall, 
you can take solace in knowing that they seem to always go back up. And you have to live somewhere, so you might 
as well be paying yourself instead of a landlord.  

My advice is to keep the long game in mind. The idea of real estate ownership is to have assets that can benefit you 
later in life, in addition to having a place to live now. Put as much down as you can, but remember you will also need 
about 3% more for closing costs. Contact me for a no-obligation consultation about your buying plans. My services 
are 100% free to home buyers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

Tim Lord 
Lord Real Estate Group 
5455 W 86th Street 
Suite #160 
Indianapolis IN 46268 
Real Estate License# RB14028457 
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Can you be on the deed of a home, if you're not on the mortgage? 
Yes, you can be on the title or deed of the home as an owner without being on the mortgage. The person who has 
the mortgage is also an owner of the home. You are co-owners, but not co-borrowers.  

There are important implications. The lender who provided the mortgage has a first position lien on the property. If 
something happens to the borrower, the mortgage company has the right to request payoff of the mortgage. The 
owner on title may now need to sell the house to satisfy the loan payoff, or be able to qualify to get a new loan to 
cover the value of the remaining loan amount. 

This kind of problem occurs in a variety of situations. For instance, if parents put their adult children on the deed to 
a home as a method of handling inheritance, but the kids are not able to satisfy the loan requirements if the parents 
pass away or become incapacitated.  

Let me know if you have other questions.   

Tim Lord 
317-319-9012 

tim@lordrealestategroup.com 
  

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 


