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Have you ever asked someone if they 
know a good ____ (mechanic, house 
keeper, etc.)? It's always better to 
work with a service that's been 
recommended. With that in mind, 
when someone asks “Do you know a 
great real estate agent?” I hope you’ll 
recommend me. Please text them my 
number. Or I can call them. I promise 
they'll be happy you referred me. 
Thank you!  

317-319-9012 
tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 | tim@lordrealestategroup.com 
 

The Test Button Doesn't 
Test the Device 

Along with the time change, it's time 
to test your smoke detectors. But 
don't simply push the test button. 
That only tells you if the alarm works 
when the test button is pushed. To 
really test the smoke detector, light a 
match, blow it out, then wave it 
under the detector. If the alarm 
sounds, it's working. If not, change 
the batteries and try again. If it still 
doesn't work, replace the unit. 

 

Want to sell, but not ready to move? 
If you’d like to sell your home this year, there are 

plenty of buyers still looking. If you’re not ready to 
move, we may be able to negotiate to stay in your 

home a while. Call to arrange an in-home consultation 
to explore your options. 317-319-9012 

 

Starting in 1972, Thomas Cannon began donating money to people he 
had heard about in the news. For 33 years, Cannon gifted over $150,000, 
often by mailing $1,000 checks to the newspaper with instructions about 
who should get the money. His charity helped support school volunteers, 
a woman who started a youth center, and a teen who was active in his 
community. Little things to be sure, but he managed these donations on a 
$20,000/year postal worker salary, a solid middle-income salary in his 
day.  

Why do people become philanthropists? For the wealthy (and even the 
rest of us), there are tax breaks associated with giving away money. There 
is also a significant emotional benefit. Philanthropists enjoy the feeling of 
being generous, and possibly the joy of shaping someone’s life. 

You don't need to win the lottery to be a philanthropist. If you'd like to 
experience the joy of helping others through a financial gift, even small 
amounts can have an outsized effect. Like Thomas Cannon, you can 
donate $500, $1,000 or so. You can give goods, offer your help at the 
food pantry, or give money to someone you heard about on the news.  

If you enjoy receiving acknowledgement for your gift, then you can give 
publicly. Or simply give privately, with no expectations. Either way, you’re 
giving—and at least two people will get joy from your gift. 
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What can you see in November that you can't see in any 
other month of the year? November Quiz Question  

The Art of Folly 
If you've ever dreamed of building your own castle -- turrets and all -- you can take inspiration from people who've 
built follies of their own. A folly is an ornamental building (often costly) with little practical purpose, like those 
pictured below. The word folly is related to foolish. Unfortunately (or fortunately, depending on your perspective), 
such follies are often not welcome in conforming neighborhoods. 

What if you get an unsolicited offer for your home? 
Everything about your home can be found in public records. How long you've lived there, how big your home is, how 
many bedrooms and bathrooms, whether you've added on, your current mortgage amount owed, whether you have 
a HELOC, when you last refinanced, and more. While that information has always been available in public records, 
it's only fairly recently become more easily accessible online.  

These days, real estate agents can instantly find any home that fits their buyer's criteria -- even if the home isn't for 
sale. Algorithms process all that data to provide agents with a measure of how likely the owner is to want to sell. 
The result is an increasing number of "cold offers" sent to the owners of homes that are not for sale. What should 
you do if you get one of these offers?  

1. First, don't be too concerned. Yes, it can feel creepy to get an 
unsolicited offer, but in most cases the buyers and agents 
haven't seen your house. It simply fits a set of criteria. The data 
they used is a matter of public record and an app has 
aggregated that data, and the offer is just a starting point. 
You're not likely to get more than one unsolicited offer. 

2. Second, double check that your home isn't being used in a Zillow or Craigslist-like scam. Scammers "list" 
homes on these sites as ‘for sale by owner,’ then they take deposits from unsuspecting buyers. You can call the 
agent or buyer who sent you the offer and ask how they selected your home. 

3. Third, if the offer seems intriguing to you, thoroughly vet the agent and buyer. Consider hiring your own real 
estate agent to approach the buyer or buyer's agent for you. Let me know if you need me to look over an 
unsolicited offer with you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quiz Contest 
Win a FREE Coffee Card 

Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in 
the subject line. tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

 Last month's Q&A: How many bones does an adult human body 
have? 206 to 213.  

Congratulations to last month’s winner!  

 

  

Free Report  

Enjoy your staged 
home while still 

living there! 

Staging means more  
than simply adding new fashions and 
furnishings to your home. Staging means 
understanding the psychology of living in 
a home. Here’s a unique approach to 
doing your own staging…so you can live in 
a beautifully staged home, not just sell 
one. Use your QR app to read now. 

Thank you! 
My business depends on people like you. 

Please introduce me to the people you 
care about, for their real estate help. 

Special thanks this month to… 

 
 
 

 

November 2021   Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 

Do You Have "Fear Of Paying Too Much" for a Home? 
If you're thinking about buying a home, chances are you're worried about paying too much. Who can blame you? 
Prices have been skyrocketing. You have to wonder if those prices are sustainable and what your home will be worth 
in ten years. If you're worried, here are some thoughts that might help you make a decision. 

1. No one knows what prices will be in ten years. Don't assume prices will fall or rise. Make calculations based on 
today's facts, not on a guess about the future. How long are you willing to wait for the chance of a price drop? 

2. Figure 28% of your current gross monthly income. That's how much you should budget for your payment. If you 
can afford a house you want today based on that monthly payment, then you're in good shape to buy. A good loan 
broker can tell you what home price that will buy, based on your interest rate and down payment (plus whatever 
down payment money you have). Let me know if you need a good lender referral. 

3. The longer you'll be in the home, the less difference a higher price now will make. Even if prices fall over the 
next 10 years, that's still 10 years of value you've gotten from your home, both in lifestyle and equity. 

4. If you can't buy a house you want in today's market, then you may need to save more down payment or wait 
until your income rises. ● If property prices come down while you're saving, you'll be in great shape to buy. ● If 
prices stay flat, you'll be in the same position you were before, but with more money saved. ● If prices rise further, 
you'll hopefully be in better shape financially and likely able to afford the higher monthly payment. 

If you've been putting off buying -- but you want to buy -- call for a consultation. There’s no obligation, but we can 
have a good conversation about it. ~Tim Lord 

A (Very) Short Story  

We Can't Choose Reality, but We Can 
Choose Our Perspective 

Many years ago two shoe salesmen were 
sent by their company to a rural village to 
investigate and report back on market 
potential. 

 The first salesman reported, "There 
is no potential here - nobody wears 
shoes." 

 The second man reported, "There is 
massive potential here - nobody 
wears shoes." 



 

 

Tim Lord 
Lord Real Estate Group 
5455 W 86th Street, Suite #160 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46268 
RB14028457 
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“Do I benefit more from pre-paying my mortgage, or saving my cash?” 
If you’re a younger home owner, statistically you will probably move again within 10 years. If so, you will not benefit 
much from making extra payments on your mortgage. It makes no sense to shorten your mortgage from 30 years to 
25 years (for example) when you plan to sell in 10 years anyway. You’ll benefit more by putting those extra 
payments into savings and building up your cash reserves.  

If you're planning to stay more than 10 years, or you intend to pay off your home altogether, then it makes sense to 
make extra payments. Making extra payments will significantly reduce your interest owed, allowing you to pay your 
home off 5 or 10 years earlier, depending on how you make your extra payments.  

But experts still recommend focusing on building up cash reserves before making extra 
payments. If you were to temporarily lose your income, you’d still owe your monthly 
payments, so you’d need that cash on hand...even if you had equity in your home.  

Everyone’s situation is unique, so please check with a financial advisor before deciding 
your best course of action! 

  

Tim Lord 
317-319-9012 

tim@lordrealestategroup.com  

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 

 


