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Happy Holidays, everyone! I hope this 
season’s familiar rituals bring you 
comfort, especially when compared to 
the chaos of daily life. I hope you 
connect with family and friends you’ve 
missed the rest of the year. I hope you 
and your family create even more 
happy memories. See you next year! 

317-319-9012 
tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 | tim@lordrealestategroup.com 
 

Xmas – There’s a Reason 
for that Odd Abbreviation 

Have you ever seen Christmas 
abbreviated as Xmas? Where did that 
come from? It turns out that Xmas is 
not simply a throw-away shortening 
of Christmas. The abbreviation has 
been in use since the mid-1500s. 

The derivation is Greek. X is the Greek 
letter “chi,” the initial letter in the 
word Χριστός. 

Χριστός translates as “Christ.” 

X as a representation (rather than 
abbreviation) of the word “Christ” is 
known as a Christogram. 

In the same vein, the terms Xpian and 
Xtian have been used in place of the 
word “Christian.” 

Planning to Buy or Sell a Home in Early 2022? 
Call to arrange a consultation. We’ll talk through what you need to 

do to get started. There’s no obligation. 317-319-9012 

 

Real Estate Predictions for 2022 
Remember how 2020 felt like being muffled inside a cotton candy ball? By 
comparison, 2021 has felt like a toboggan ride down a bobsled track. 
Once we started getting the shot, we wanted to get back to normal as 
fast as possible. But it's clear that 'normal' isn't what it used to be in the 
real estate market. Going into 2022, what can we expect? 

 Higher prices are probably going to be around for a while, since there 
are still more buyers than homes for sale. 

 However, some analysts also say that we've overbuilt in response, and 
that when interest rates rise, along with inflation, we might see buyer 
demand drop. So as usual, no one really knows for sure. Remember, all 
real estate is local, so if you're making plans, call me for specific local 
market conditions. 

 Many people work from home now, all or partly, so we'll continue to 
experiment with locations. This will cause small towns from Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia, to Joshua Tree, California, to continue growing, at least in 
the short term. 

 Younger workers will still need to live with parents more often, leading 
to more multi-generational housing and granny flat building. 

If you'd like to move in 2022, keep your eye on news stories, and give me 
a call for help making plans. 



  
 

 
 

 

  

Baby, It's COLD Outside... 

Why doesn't everyone move to the tropics? 
Now that it's cold out, we're all about to spend a lot more time in front of our TVs. If you're like a lot of people, one 
type of show you'll watch is the "tropical house hunter" genre. There's nothing like cold weather to make you 
fantasize about moving to Costa Rica or the Mediterranean. Makes you wonder why all North Americans don't just 
pack up and go? Turns out, there are a lot of reasons: 

 Family. We don't want to move from parents, adult kids, or grandkids. 

 Work. Despite increased remote work opportunities, most of us don't have 100% remote jobs. A move can be 
expensive, especially without work. 

 Weather. Some people like seasons more than perpetual summer. 

 Friends. We don't want to lose those 
connections. 

 Culture. Many people are nervous about 
moving to an unfamiliar country. 

 Health care. Especially for retirees, this is an 
important consideration. 

 Never thought about it. It just never crossed 
our mind. 

What about you. Would you move 
to the tropics? 

Should You Buy A Condo As An Investment? 
It's a great question, especially as single family home prices have skyrocketed. Before buying a condo (or any 
investment), here are three goals to consider: 

1. Can the rent cover your mortgage, plus 5-10% costs, plus the HOA fee? To make it a sensible investment, 
you want to cover your financial bases. 

2. Do you want to sell within 7 years? If you plan to sell quickly, then you need to buy in a rising market. If you 
plan to hold the property, then you have more flexibility, because you'll build more equity over time.  

3. Do you want to hold until you retire, then move in? This works if you can find a condo that is easily 
rentable in the location where you want to live when the time comes.  

4. Are you looking for cash flow? To have money flowing 
in, above and beyond what you owe for a mortgage, 
you’ll need to find a property that’s cheap compared to 
rents, or put more money down (or pay cash), or buy 
smart in a sharply rising rental market.  

In addition to your goals, always evaluate the stability of the 
HOA before buying. If you are interested in a condo 
investment in our area, let’s meet and look at options. 

What’s the hottest chili pepper in the world? December Quiz Question  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quiz Contest 
Win a FREE Coffee Card 

Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in 
the subject line. tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

 Last month's Q&A: What can you see in November that you can't 
see in any other month of the year? The letter V.  

Congratulations to last month’s winner!  

 

  

Free Report  

Mysterious 
Factors that 
Affect House 

Value 

You spit and polish your home, and 
still the appraisal comes in lower 
than expected. Or buyers aren't 
making offers because they perceive 
your price to be too high. What 
gives? Appraisers offer 6 common 
reasons that might happen. Use your 
QR app to read now. 

Thank you! 
My business depends on people like you. 

Please introduce me to the people you 
care about, for their real estate help. 

Special thanks this month to… 
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The Benefits of 
'Greening' Your 

Home 
 Even low to mid-cost energy 

remodeling can save energy, 
with light bulbs being the easiest 
way to reduce consumption and 
costs. Here are other benefits: 

 Green products and practices curb carbon emissions. 
 Energy-efficient homes improve our indoor 

environment, health and comfort. 
 Retrofitting existing homes with green products creates 

jobs by employing a wide range of workers. 
 Remodeling and revitalizing existing homes has positive 

effects on neighborhoods and communities. 
 Green homes tend to sell for higher prices. 
 

Hummus Toast 4 Ways 

Something Different 
for Your Holiday 
Munchies 
With so much holiday "junk" food 
flying around during December, I 
thought you'd appreciate having a 
yummy, inexpensive, healthy 
option!  

For recipes, visit 
www.feelgoodfoodie.net/ 
recipe/hummus-toast 

Can You Get a Mortgage 
with Poor Credit?  

The short answer is, yes, it’s possible. But it’s not 
as easy or cheap as it used to be. Lenders reserve 
the best interest rates for borrowers with at least a 
720 FICO score. But if you have a score in the 600s 
(even the low 600s), it is still possible to get a 
mortgage, but at a higher interest rate. In that 
case, you must also have an otherwise solid 
portfolio — decent savings, a firm job, and rising 
credit history. 

It also helps to be buying in a neighborhood where 
prices have been stable. Lenders are not eager to 
write loans for homes in declining value areas. 
Having at least 20% down payment will help your 
situation. If you don’t have 20%, talk to the lender 
about special programs for new home buyers. Call 
if you need a lender referral. 
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 “How should I respond to low offers for my home?” 
Low offers haven't been common in recent years. But 2022 is a different year, and if 
interest rates rise, we may start to see more price-pressure. So here are my thoughts if 
you’re worried about someone making a low offer for your home.  

It helps to see low offers as an opening gambit to a negotiation. If you're negotiating from a 
position of strength (that is, you've priced accurately, your market is strong, and you have 
time to wait) then you are in control. You can choose to ignore the offer, or counter it.  

I suggest countering in most cases, because a buyer might be testing the waters, and may 
be willing to come up to your asking price or more.  

Contact me to get a current house valuation so you can plan 
your listing. I’ll provide a price range, based on what similar 
properties are selling for. You get to make the ultimate 
decision about what you’ll accept.  

Tim Lord 
317-319-9012 

tim@lordrealestategroup.com  

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 


