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On the Topic of  
Spring Cleaning… 

May your house be 
clean enough to be 
healthy and messy 

enough to be happy! 

The bickering...real or not? Couples melt down over paint color, or bicker 
about bath size. Apparently some of that's real. The show isn't scripted, 
but producers urge people to exaggerate dislikes and disagreements. 
People like hamming it up. 

The home purchase...real or not? The show involves looking at three 
homes and picking one. However, the buyers have already purchased 
their home before filming begins. The other two houses often aren't for 
sale, and might even be Airbnbs. 

So...how does it look "real?" At the end of an episode, the show jumps 
several months into the future to see the couple in their new home. 
However, the show records the future update at the same time as the 
house-hunt scenes. According to one participant, "They moved all our 
stuff out to a moving van, filmed the home vacant, then moved all our 
stuff back in and filmed it like we just moved in." 

The compensation...good or not? The pay to the house-hunting couple is 
about $500, which is OK cash. The Realtors, however, are unpaid. 

Want to get on the show? It's hard work. Applicants have to answer 
essay questions about their house search, do a phone interview, and 
submit a video audition. Many buyers are turned down for not having an 
interesting story line. It's a lot of work, but apparently people who appear 
on the show have only good things to say about their experience.  

Will you be moving?  
It's March, and home buyers are 
coming out of their winter cocoons, 
wanting to upgrade their nests (to 
mix my metaphors). The increased 
demand will improve a  
seller's position,  
while increasing  
competition  
among buyers.  

If you plan to sell,  
set up a listing  
interview with me  
right away, so I can present you with 
a price analysis and selling plan.  
If you plan to buy, let's get you 
prepared to make offers that get 
accepted.  

317-731-2150 
tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

Want to Pocket an Extra $5,000 When You Sell Your Home? 
Let me point out simple, inexpensive things you can do to sell for thousands more. 

Schedule a Listing Consultation 317-731-2150 



  
 

 
 

 

  

Laughter Really Is 
Good Medicine 

You've heard that laughter is the best 
medicine? It's not just an idiom. There are these 
very real health benefits to laughter: 

 The body doesn't care why you're  
laughing. No matter the source—whether it’s a comedy on TV, laughing with friends, or even doing a kind of 
forced laughter with laughing yoga—the same endorphins are released into the blood stream, acting as 
natural pain relievers that promote relaxation and a sense of well-being. 

 Deep belly laughter improves circulation and heart health. I don't know about you, but when I laugh so 
hard it hurts, I feel great afterwards. Meanwhile, I’ve increased the oxygen in my lungs and to my vital 
organs. It’s almost (but not quite) like taking a run. 

 Laughing makes you more attractive and energetic. Laughing encourages smile muscles, which makes our 
faces brighter, more welcoming...which in turn makes us more social and approachable. The increased blood 
flow gives us more energy and the endorphins make us more fun to be around. 

So, there you go. Legitimate reasons to watch puppy videos or stream a good comedy. Personally, I like having a 
laugh with friends. It's all good. 

What is the national symbol of Ireland? 
(This one’s trickier than you think!) 

 

March Quiz Question 
In honor of St. Patrick’s day, March 17 

The Fantastic World of WORDLE (Bulls & Cows) 
Like playing Wordle? You're not alone. Since Josh Wardle created Wordle (you 
read that right) in October 2021, Wordle has exploded in popularity...so much 
so that the New York Times purchased the rights to the game in early February, 
making Wardle an instant millionaire. This created a storm of worry that the 
Times would put the puzzle behind a paywall.  

Still Free? As of this writing, you can still play the game for free once a day on 
the New York Times website, or unlimited on the website WordleUnlimted.com. 
But that could change any moment, so if wordleunlimited is not available by the 
time you read this, then you'll need to visit the NYT's Wordle page. 

Or Just Use Pen & Paper 

Wordle is not a new game...just new online. A woman told me she used to play 
this on dates 30 years ago, with a pen and a napkin. One person comes up with 
a hidden 5-letter word, then the other person writes down their own 5-letter 
words, trying to guess the hidden word.  

The first person says how many letters are correct with each guess...but not which letters or what location. The other 
person keeps track by crossing out eliminated letters and circling letters in the correct spot in each guess. And unlike 
in the online version, in the pen & paper version no two letters can be the same in the hidden word or the guess. But 
you get unlimited guesses, not just six. 

This game stems from one called Bulls & Cows. See details on Wikipedia. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quiz Contest: Win a FREE Coffee Card 

Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in 
the subject line. tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

 Last month's Q&A: Cupid is the son of which two  
mythological beings? The love goddess Venus 
and the winged messenger, Mercury.  

Congratulations to last month’s winner!  

 

  

Free Report  

Smart Ways 
to Use Home 

Equity 

With so much equity available in 
homes today, you might be tempted 
to take some of that equity out of 
your home to buy a sailboat or put 
the kids through college. Before 
doing any of that, read this article 
about how and why to use Home 
Equity wisely. It might just save your 
house in the future!  

Thank you! 
My business depends on people like you. 

Please introduce me to the people you 
care about, for their real estate help. 

Special thanks this month to… 

 
 
 

 

March 2022   Tim Lord | 317-731-2150 

Need a Better Credit Score? 
There's no instant way to improve credit, but it's 
better to start now, because your score won't 
magically change by waiting. To improve your score 
in the next 60 to 90 days, keep your payments 
current, and do these things: 

1. Remove errors. There are often errors, such as 
old debts that you paid off. You have to 
physically check it yourself, then contact the 
credit reporting bureaus to have it removed.  

2. Improve credit utilization rate, which is the 
percentage of available credit used. Use less, 
ideally under 10% to 20%. Don't open any new 
credit. 

Don't forget to 
lock up! 

Most home burglaries are 
crimes of opportunity. A thief 
sees something valuable 
through a window or door, 
like your laptop, iPhone, 
wallet or purse, and breaks in 
to grab it and run. For that 
reason, it's always a good 
idea to close your curtains 
and blinds when you leave 
the house.  

It also just makes sense to lock your doors and windows, 
including making sure your car doors are locked.  

Police say that one of the most common theft 
complaints they hear about are thefts of property from 
inside vehicles that were left unlocked! 

Just for Fun: Unshakeable Faith 
A devoutly religious woman lived next door to an 
atheist. The woman was poor and had little to be 
thankful for, but she began each day at her front door, 
shouting, “Thank you, Lord, for this day you have given 
us! Please help the atheist next door see your light!” 

This annoyed the atheist, but he tolerated it because 
the woman had so little and he felt sorry for her. He 
noticed her getting thinner, so one day he left a big 
basket of food at her door so she’d have enough to eat.  

The next morning the woman opened the door, found 
the basket, and cried, “Thank you, Lord, for the food you 
have given me!” 

The atheist leaned out his window and called, “Actually, 
that wasn’t God, ma’am. I left that food for you.” 

The woman cried, “Thank you, Lord, for making this 
atheist bring me the food that you have given me.” 



 

 

Tim Lord 
Lord Real Estate Group 
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What happens to the mortgage when the owner passes? 
When a person dies with a mortgage on their house, whether or not they had a will or trust, someone will have to 
pay that mortgage. It doesn't just 'go away.'  The mortgage must be paid. It can be paid off entirely by selling the 
property, by paying it off from other assets in the estate, or your own cash or new mortgage. 

However, if you don't want to pay off the mortgage completely, and still want to keep the house, there's a good 
chance the original mortgage can be converted to you, especially if you're a family member. 

While you're working out the details, you should continue making on-time payments in your relative's name. This 
demonstrates good faith to the lender, and avoids triggering foreclosure actions. But it's not recommended to make 
payments forever in your relative's name without notifying the mortgage company, as this can cause you tax and 
other potential legal problems down the road.   

Call me right away if you -- or someone you know needs to sell a loved one's  
home to satisfy a mortgage or terms of the will. 

Tim Lord 
317-731-2150 

tim@lordrealestategroup.com  

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 


