
 

 

 

   
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

6 Rules for a safe 
Halloween 

1. When it appears you’ve killed the 
monster, NEVER check to see if it's 
really dead. Just run away. 

2. Never read a book of demon 
summoning aloud, even as a joke. 

3. Do not search the basement, 
especially if the power has gone 
out. Don't be that girl. 

4. As a general rule, don't solve 
puzzles that open portals to Hell. 

5. Don't fool with recombinant DNA 
technology unless you're sure you 
know what you're doing. 

6. If your car runs out of gas at night 
on a lonely road, and you think 
that's strange because you thought 
you still had a half tank of gas, do 
not get out of the car and flag 
down a passing stranger. 

 

Are You Ready for a 
Listing Consultation? 

Let’s talk about how and when to list 
your home for sale, what to expect 
as it sells, and what price to list at.  

You can ask me all your questions 
and we’ll lay out a plan for selling. 

317-319-9012 
tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

Need Help with Your Home Winterization Tasks? 
I know people. Call me for a referral to a handyman, housekeeper, 

plumber, electrician, painter, contractor, etc. 317-319-9012 

 

FRONT PORCH NEWS 

Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 | www.LordRealEstateGroup.com 

It’s Time to Winterize … Your Life, that Is 
You're familiar with the idea of winterizing your home at this time of 
year, but it's also a good time to winterize your life. That means tying up 
loose threads you don't want to be dragging with you into the new year. 
Things like... 

 Household projects you've put off. 
 Family situations you need to settle. 
 Financial or legal issues you've resisted. 
 Health conditions you haven't looked at square in the face. 

Use a quick planning process to kick yourself into gear:  

1. List everything you want to wrap up before the end of the year. 
2. Is there anything you can handle quickly? Do those things first, 

because you get more done and get a mental boost. 
3. For any big challenges left over, prioritize the most critical first. 

These are things that could cause bigger problems later. 
4. Make a micro-plan for each challenge. A micro-plan includes daily 

actions you need to take in order to keep things moving along.  

By listing in writing all the little details, you put them in perspective, 
making them feel more doable. Remember the saying “How do you eat 
an elephant? One bite at a time.”  

Oh, and don't forget to start your holiday shopping early! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

  

What can you hold in your right hand, but never in 
your left hand? October Quiz Question 

for taste. However, since most pumpkin is eaten in puree 
form, Howden pumpkins can be converted to puree and 
used in recipes that enhance its flavor, like pumpkin curry.  

Instead of buying Howdens and their derivatives, we could 
buy more of the tasty varieties, encouraging growers in 
that direction. We can then paint our jack-o'-lanterns 
instead of carving them, so the flesh stays intact and 
edible. It’s something to think about. 

 

What happened to Saturday 
Morning cartoons?  

If you're above a certain age, you might remember 
the peaceful joy that came from Saturday morning 
cartoons. If you're wondering what happened to 
that comforting ritual, you might be surprised to 
learn that its demise wasn't due to the internet. 
(Get the weird facts here. ) 

Persistent appeals to the US Federal 
Communications Council (FCC) about violence and 

commercials aimed for kids eventually brought about the Children's Television Act (CTA) in 1990, placing strict 
regulations on what an American network could show on Saturday mornings.  

Commercials were limited and advertisements for toys that aired during shows the toy was based on, such as G.I. 
Joe, were banned. 

As profitability dropped, so did cartoon programming. Fun, frivolous, and far-fetched cartoons were replaced by 
educational content that was pumped out by digital programming companies. The clear morals of good vs bad guys 
told in story form we're replaced by saccharine objective-based lessons.  

Oh, kids can still tune into those old cartoons, but it's not the same as the Saturday morning ritual. 

Halloween wastes more food than any other time of year. 
The food going to waste? Pumpkins. According to 
Statistics Canada, over 80,000 metric tonnes (176 million 
pounds) of pumpkins are produced annually in Canada. 
And according to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, more than 1.5 billion pounds (680,000 metric 
tonnes) are grown in the US. 

Most are carved, used as decoration, and then tossed 
away. And most of that vegetable matter goes into 
landfills, which increases greenhouse gases. 

What could be done with that much pumpkin?  

To make a difference in the sheer quantity of waste, we 
must collectively decide to do things like compost our 
pumpkins for our gardens, grow and buy fewer of them, 
and of course, eat them. 

Unfortunately, the Howden pumpkin – the most common 
variety for decorative uses – has been bred for size, shape, 
color and having a handle-like stem for carrying. But not 

So many pumpkins…where do they go after Halloween? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quiz Contest - Win a FREE Coffee Card 
Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in 
the subject line. tim@lordrealestategroup.com 

 Last month's Q&A: You bought an item for $7, sold it for $8, bought 
it back for $9, and sold it for $10. How much profit  
did you make? $2. 

Congratulations to last month’s winner!  
 

  

Free Report 
Could you do these home 

improvements yourself? Should you? 

Being able to DIY is one of the best 
parts about owning a home. But it 
pays to know your limits. When can 
you do it yourself vs. when do you 
need an experienced helper vs. when 
should you hire  
someone else? 

Use your QR 
app to read 
now, or text me 
for a copy. 

 

Thank you! 
You have been an appreciated part of 

my business. I couldn’t do my best 
without you.  

 
 

Sherwin-Williams' Paint Color of the Year 2023 
Darkroom is the 2023 Color of the Year and is described as 'an alluring 
and classic shade for an eclectic yet modern look'. We expect the color 
will dominate paint ideas in the seasons ahead. 

What’s your retirement backup plan? 

Plans for retirement are based on present circumstances and intelligent 
assumptions about the future. Since both these things change over 
time, a retirement plan is more of a guide than a hard target.  

Retirement planning starts with dreaming. You've heard the phrase 
'begin with the end in mind.' By starting with an idea of what retirement would look like, you can begin thinking 
about the financial needs such a plan requires. 

The younger you are, the more likely your plan will change over your lifetime. The closer you are to retirement the 
more locked in your plans become. But in either case things could happen. 

Asking 'what if' questions about your plans can help you build backup plans. For example, if you plan on a return of 
8% for your investments, ask 'What if the market tanks and you only get a 6% return?' or if you plan on selling your 
house before moving to your dream location, ask 'What if the real estate market has lost 30% of its value since you 
made your original plan?' or ask, 'What if you are forced into retirement early by a disability?'  

Of course, you can ask endless ‘what if’ questions, so just focus on the more likely. Questions like, 'What if the price 
of wheat triples?' are not useful for personal planning (unless your business is wheat).  

If selling your home is part of your upcoming retirement, call for an estimate of your costs and profit in today's 
market. Tim Lord, 317-319-9012 

October 2022  Tim Lord | 317-319-9012 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Tim Lord 
Lord Real Estate Group 
5455 W 86th Street, Suite 160 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
RB14028457 

FRONT PORCH NEWS 

Tim Lord 
317-319-9012 

tim@lordrealestategroup.com  

This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 

Should you pay off your mortgage before you retire? 
If you have a sizable nest egg ($300,O00 or more), and just a small amount left on your mortgage (like $50,000 or 
less), then paying off your mortgage might make sense. If you do pay it off, you’ll still have a large cash cushion left 
over, and you'll enjoy being mortgage-free. 

However, if your nest egg is small (like under $150,000), then it doesn't make sense to pay off the mortgage, even if 
it’s just $50,000, because you’ll need that money for a cash cushion. You might think that paying off your home 
would give you a source of equity in an emergency. But you can't count on it, especially if you are no longer working 
or if your credit rating has dropped because you're no longer spending. In this case, you might be more comfortable 
continuing to pay off your mortgage, but perhaps taking on a side hustle to pay more on the mortgage. 

As you can see, the numbers are not exact, and what one person feels is enough may  
not apply to another person. Always check with your own financial advisor before  
making any kind of decision like this. 


